ERSL

Playing-up age-eligibility

The OSA's Registration Policy 5.26 reads:  "In the case(s) where there is a maximum age limit, a team's age classification shall not exceed the league division's age classification."  

This means that the age classification of any team in a division may not exceed the division's age classification. Therefore, a U12 team may play in a

U13 Division because that team's age classification does not exceed the division's age classification and that team which consists only of U12 players (and not a single U13 player), may play as a U12 team in a U13 division.

If each team in the division consists of a mixture of U12 and U13 players, then all the players on that team must be registered as U13 players and the younger players cannot participate in a U12 Game regardless of the level of competition. They are deemed to be U-13 players for the applicable season.

Consequently, Article 7.01 (l) of the ERSL Rules and Regulations, as shown below, is no longer valid.

7.01 (l)    Many Club Level 6/7 Leagues operate divisions that have combined ages; i.e.; Under 15 league may include players who are U14 and U15 combined.. For the purposes of call-ups, Club Level 6/7 players shall be considered to be in the age group as determined by their year of birth and are thus permitted to be called-up to Level 4 and Level 3 teams in the same Age Group as their birth-year or to a higher Age Group.
Please note that this change has been implemented to ensure that the ERSL rules correctly reflect OSA policies. 

The appropriate OSA policies can be found here:

OSA's Policy – Section 6.0 - Registration, Policy 5.0 – Team Registration, Article 5.26: http://www.ontariosoccer.net/Rules/Rules---Governance/Member-Policies/6-0-Registration-Policies.aspx 

OSA's Policy – Section 6.0 - Registration, Policy 8.0 - Playing For A Team To Which A Player Is Not Registered, Article 8.3: http://www.ontariosoccer.net/Rules/Rules---Governance/Member-Policies/6-0-Registration-Policies.aspx 

Annex A provides further details and examples of the application of these Rules 

ANNEX A 

Interpretation of the ERSL playing-up Rules

For greater clarity the following three scenarios are provided to explain the age status that would apply to all players registered on a team for purposes of playing-up in a higher-level league:

 1.   Where there are sufficient teams in an Age Division (e.g. U13) then all players playing on these teams must be registered as U13s as well as their respective teams that are also registered as U13 Teams. An under age player registered on that U13 team is deemed to be a U13 player and cannot play on a younger age team such as U11 or U12 even though their actual age would normally allow them to play in the lower age category. 

 2.   Where a League or Club does not have a sufficient number of teams to have a viable age division (e.g. a U13 as well as a U14 Division) then there are two options available:

a) A Mixed Age Division
The league/club can take all the players in two age groups and assign them to teams made up of a mixture of players from both age groups, where every team would have both U13 and U14 players playing on the same team. In that case, as per OSA Policy 5.26 all players registered in that age division are deemed to be U14 players regardless of their actual age. The U13 players are not allowed to play in any a U13 Division for that season, even if it is in a higher-level league.

b) A Multi-age Group Division

In this case, every team is made up exclusively of one age group or the other where all players on a team are eligible to play in that age group and are all registered in their appropriate age category. So all the players on a team are registered as U13 or all the players on a team are registered as U14. Both Age Groups play against each other in the league and the standings are based on the game results of the teams regardless of their registration category. A single Division Champion is declared at the end of the season.

Examples:
· Once again to eliminate any ambiguity in this example, if a single U14 player is registered and plays on a U13 team then every player on that team must be registered as U14 and all players on that team are deemed to be U14 players. 

· Conversely if any U13 player is registered and plays on a U14 team then that player is deemed to be a U14 player for that season. In both these examples the U13 players cannot participate in any U13 game or play-up in a U13 age division in a higher-level league for that season.

· Finally if all players on a team are age-eligible to register and play on U13 team then all players on that team are eligible to play-up as U13s in a higher level league and similarly all players registered on a U 14 team can play-up as U14s in a higher level league.

 c) Interlocking Age Division
 The League/Club can also create a Division where teams in two age groups play an interlocking schedule where U13 teams are made up of age eligible U13 players exclusively and the U14 teams are made up of age eligible U14 players exclusively and both age groups play against each other in that interlocking division but standings are kept separately so that at the end of the season there is a U13 Champion and a U14 Champion based on the results of games played by teams against all teams in both divisions).

Once again for greater clarity all U13 players who are registered on U13 teams are deemed to be U13 players and can play up in a higher-level league as U13 players and all U14 players registered on U 14 teams can play up in a higher-level league as U14s. The younger players’ (U13) age status is not affected by the fact that their U13 registered team is playing against U14 registered teams in an interlocking schedule

